
IMPORTANT NOTICE TO APPLICANT 
 

CERTIFICATES OF INSURANCE 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

A Certificate of Insurance is issued as a matter of information only to provide evidence of insurance. It is not a 
contract. Certificates are simply snapshots of the basic policy coverages and limits. 

 A Certificate of Insurance is not an endorsement to the policy. It does not amend, extend or alter the coverage 
afforded by the policy. The Certificate of Insurance confers no rights upon the certificate holder. 
 

ADDITIONAL INSURED STATUS 

In addition to describing the insurance available to the named insured, a certificate may also indicate that a certificate 
holder is an additional insured under the referenced policy. This is informational only. The policy issued to the named 
insured (you) must include the proper additional insured endorsements for coverage to apply. The “Blanket Additional 
Insured by Written Contract or Agreement Endorsement” is an example of one such endorsement. This endorsement 
provides coverage for any person or organization whom you are required to add as an additional insured to the policy 
by written contract, agreement or permit, that is: 1. Currently in effect or becoming effective during the term of the 
policy; and 2. Executed prior to the loss. 
 

NOTICE OF CANCELLATION 

The standard Certificate of Insurance includes the following statement regarding cancellation notice: “SHOULD ANY 
OF THE ABOVE DESCRIBED POLICIES BE CANCELLED BEFORE THE EXPIRATION DATE THEREOF, NOTICE WILL BE 
DELIVERED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE POLICY PROVISIONS.” 

Most certificate holders, including additional insureds, will not receive a notice of cancellation or notice of nonrenewal 
of the named insured’s (your) policy with the following exceptions (and then only when the proper endorsement is 
attached to the policy and if the cancellation / nonrenewal is initiated by the company): 

• Mortgagees (Property Coverage) 
• Lender Loss Payees(Property Coverage) 
• Additional Insured Lessor (Auto Liability Coverage) 

  
The policy must be specifically endorsed to provide notification of policy cancellation or non-renewal to any other 
interests. Such requests are subject to prior approval of the named insured(you) and the insurance company. 
 

MODIFICATION OF CERTIFICATE OF INSURANCE STANDARD LANGUAGE 
 
Many states required that the Certificate of Insurance form be filed and approved by the State Insurance Department 
and it may not be modified without prior approval of the State Insurance Department. At least 34 states have clarified 
that issuance of a “modified” certificate would be considered a violation of state law. We ask that you be aware of this 
restriction when negotiating and agreeing to insurance requirements in contracts with third parties.  While we are 
willing to do whatever we can within the bounds of applicable state laws and regulations to assist you in both 
enforcing and complying with the insurance requirements of your third party contracts, we are prohibited from 
modifying the standard language of the Certificate of Insurance forms. 
 
 


